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few safaris are as satisfying as this one
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Getting there: Qantas has direct flights from 
Sydney and Perth to Johannesburg. From there 
you can take a direct flight on AirLink to Nairobi’s 
Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. From Nairobi, 
Ol Donyo is a short flight on a 14-seater Cessna 
Grand Caravan, which lands at the lodge’s own air 
strip – watch out for zebras on the runway. Ololo 
Safari Lodge & Farm is a 45-minute drive from 
Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta International Airport; the 
lodge sends its friendly rangers in 4WDs to pick 
guests up.
Stay: At one of Ol Donyo’s 10 individually designed 
villas, two hours from Amboseli National Park. Or 
stay at Ololo Safari Lodge & Farm, which has a mix 
of Stable Rooms, a three-bedroom cottage and 
tented cottages. In Cape Town stay at the funky 
Dorp Hotel perched at the top of Signal Hill 
overlooking the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. In 
Johannesburg, my pick is the Fairlawns Boutique 
Hotel & Spa with its Balinese style massage rooms 
– perfect after the 14-hour flight from Sydney.
Eat: At Ololo enjoy a barbecue night around the 
pool overlooking the famed Nairobi National Park. 
While at Ol Donyo platters of share plates arrive for 
lunch including “reverse seared chicken thigh with 
mustard jus” and “passion slices with honeycomb”. 
For dinner we chose between duck leg with orange 
and star anise sauce, and oven baked king fish with 
Provençal sauce. Dessert is a hot chocolate 
fondant. Drinks are included in Ol Donyo’s rate and 
include premium South African wines. 
Do: Take both the early morning and late afternoon 
game drives at Ol Donyo and Ololo. And relax 
poolside in between.
More: The Classic Safari Company, 
classicsafaricompany.com.au

CHECKL IST

four-poster canopied bed with a 
deck overlooking Kilimanjaro. 

Upstairs there’s a private roof-
top “star bed” for those adventur-
ous enough to spend the night 
outdoors  under a sky full of stars 
and cocooned by a mosquito net – 
but no doubt hearing the distant 
roars of lions, the whooping of 
hyenas and the growls, snarls and 
purrs of marauding leopards.

We also spend time at the 
Australian-owned and operated 
Ololo Safari Lodge and Farm, on 
the edge of Nairobi National Park, 
against the quirky backdrop of 
Nairobi’s city skyline.

We lunch Aussie-style on 
prosciutto pizzas and pavlovas 
around the pool, surrounded by 
acacia trees and superb starlings, 
native to east Africa. Lunch guests 
here are often joined by a ranger 
with a slingshot and pellets to fire 
at a marauding troop of olive 
baboons should they come too 
close and try to steal the food.

The hotel manager asks me if a 
baboon has been in my room 
because a shredded paper bag with 
damaged toothbrushes was found 
outside it. There was only one 
suspect – a member of a thickly 
furred baboon family living in a 
dry river canyon just below Ololo. 
This olive baboon, so named for 
the green and brown tinge to her 
fur, apparently knows how to turn 
keys in locks.

The baboons have long fancied 
Ololo, which was originally an old 
Kenyan homestead and has since 
been converted to a family-run 
lodge. It is accessed by a long 
footbridge and is perfectly 
situated on the banks of the 
Mbagathi River, which forms the 
southern border of the greatly 
under-appreciated Nairobi 
National Park.

Out on safari we note plains 
(Burchell’s) zebras and four white 
rhinos, including a 12-month-old 

calf. There are also Nile crocodiles, 
hippos and giraffes, and we find a 
lion sitting atop a stone 
monument as we drive out of the 
camp at 6am one morning. The 
park also has vervet monkeys, 
which enjoy peering down 
through the Old Stable Room’s 
skylights at guests.

Ololo is close to the famous 
Sheldrick Wildlife Trust’s Nairobi 
Nursery in Nairobi National Park 
for orphaned elephants’ daily mud 
bath and milk feed. Apart from 
game drives, Ololo offers visits to 
the historic Karen Blixen 
Museum, once home to the 
renowned Out of Africa author. 
There are also bush walks.

The Chapman family, tea tree 
farmers from northern NSW, 
bought the property in 2008 when 
it was just a farm with an old 
homestead. Five years later, Ololo 
was opened with beautifully 
decorated rooms – no surprise, 
given the owner, Joanna 
Chapman, is an interior designer. 
While still a student at Bond 
University, one of Chapman’s 
sons, Jim, founded Nice Coffee 
Co., with profits from every kilo 
helping provide scholarships and 
support to educate kids from 
Africa’s largest slum, Kibera, just 
outside Nairobi.
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Close to the city: Ololo 
Safari Lodge and Farm
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